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itself but talent instantly | 
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“Second Condom Survey” 
New York Times 

A recently publicized study by New 
York University researchers which 
found no link between condom 
distribution and increased teen-age 
sexual activity mirrors another study 
from DePaul University, writes Ounce 
of Prevention Fund Executive Director 
Harriet Meyer. Ina letter to the editor 
in the Oct. 7 New York Times, Meyer 
says the DePaul study found students 
at Chicago schools where condoms 
were distributed were no more 
sexually active than students atschools 
without comprehensive health centers. 
Meyer also says many students who 
utilized the health centers had high- 
risk lifestyles, including sexual 
activity, gang affiliation, or chronic 
health problems. 


“Is it Time to Face the Reality of a 
Failed Healthcare System?” 
Journal of the International 
Association of Physicians in AIDS 
Care 

Although the U.S. economy is 
Americans remain 
pessimistic in the face of a failing 
healthcare system and recent signs 
that the federal government is ignoring 


booming, 


the crisis, according to Jose Zuniga, 
political editor of the Journal of the 
International Association of 
Physicians in AIDS Care. A proposed 
planto make low-income HIV-positive 
individuals eligible for Medicaid, 
allowing them to obtain recommended 
treatments, remains mired in five 
months of official consideration, 
Zuniga says. Also, the Food and Drug 
Administration is now being targeted 
for reforms that may remove its 
authority to mandate proper testing of 
new drugs. 


“Are Abstinence-Only Sex- 
Education Programs Good for 
Teenagers? 
Insight 

Abstinence education is a key part 
of a child's education, but teenagers 
need a comprehensive education that 
will help them to take care of their 
sexual health and make informed 
decisions, asserts Debra W. Haffner, 
head of the Sexuality Information and 
Education Council of the United States. 
Haffner cites a recent report from the 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen 
Pregnancy which concluded that 
programs covering both abstinence 
and contraception can significantly 
delay sexual activity and/or 
increase use of contraceptives. 
Furthermore, there is no proof of the 
success of abstinence-only education. 
One study has found that an 
abstinence-only course in California 
did not increase the number of youths 
practicing abstinence, and in one 
school, more students had sexual 
intercourse after participating in the 
program. 


“Where Death Gets a Double Shot” 
Toronto Globe and Mail 

Downtown Eastside, Vancouver, 
Canada, is home to between 6,000 and 
10,000 heroin addicts and, not 
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coincidentally, the world’s highest rate of HIV 
transmission—18.6 percent. The problem, 
which Dr. Steffanie Strathdee describes as an 
“epidemic” 

and a “public health emergency,” is due to the 
fact that the heroin addicts in Eastside are 
increasingly unconcerned about sharing 
needles—tegardless of whether or not they 
have HIV or AIDS. The problem in Eastside 


has largely been ignored as an isolated instance, 
but Strathdee warns that AIDS emanating 
from Eastside will spread to the greater 
population through prostitution and the fact 
that many of Eastside’s addicts live elsewhere. 
Dr. Larry Campbell, Vancouver's chief 
coroner, says that Parliament is ignoring the 
Eastside problem because of its location. “I 
don’t want to be parochial, but ... if there were 
300 people [dying each year] and an AIDS 
epidemic somewhere other than Vancouver, 
we would be seeing action,” he says. 


“HIV-1 Viral Load, Phenotype, and 
Resistance in a Subset of Drug-Naive 
Participants From the Delta Trial” 
Lancet 

A prospective substudy of 240 zidovudine- 
naive subjects from the Delta-1 trial, which 
tested effectiveness of three drug regimens, 
found results similar to those of the broader 
investigation. Both studies found combination 
therapy to be more effective in delaying disease 
progression than monotherapy with 
zidovudine, and zidovudine plus didanosine 
apparently more effective than zidovudine 
and zalcitabine. The virology substudy 
also found that combinations resulting in the 
greatest suppression of viral load appeared to 
create the largest amount of virus marked for 
zidovudine resistance. 


“AIDS Drugs Give Little Hope to Thousands 
Unable to Pay” 
New York Times 

The advent of protease inhibitors to treat 
AIDS has revived hope among those infected 
with HIV, but the cost of the drugs has made 
it nearly impossible for many low-income 
persons to obtain them. In many states, the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program—the federal- 
state partnership that pays for AIDS drugs for 
the needy—is out of funds, leaving tens of 
thousands of HIV-positive people without 
therapy. In addition, those patients who do 
receive the drugs are living longer and thus 
retaining slots in assistance programs that 
once might have been filled by other patients. 
“There is so much hope in these medications,” 
notes Patricia Hawkins of the Whitman- Walker 
Clinic in Washington D.C., “and then you 
have to tell people they can’t get on it yet.” 


“AIDS Epidemic a Double Tragedy in 
Kenya” 
Toronto Globe & Mail 

Individuals fighting the AIDS epidemic in 
Kenya face a continuous spread of disease and 
the lack of funds to stop it. While the 


government spends 200 Kenyan shillings (about 
$4.50) per citizen for health care, a one-month 
course of treatment with AZT would cost over 
50,000 shillings (about $1,120). Official 
estimates say that about 1.2 million Kenyans 
are HIV positive and another 200,000 have 
developed AIDS, but Meshaak Ndolo, program 
officer at the AIDS Program Secretariat in 
Nairobi, says those figures “are very 
conservative,” since “thousands of HIV/AIDS- 
related deaths go unreported in the rural 
areas.” The result of the disparity between 
access to treatment and spread of disease has 
been numerous claims of wonder drugs, such 
as Kemron and Pearl Omega. 


“HIV Vaccine Still Years Off—Top AIDS 
Researcher Says” 
Reuters 

Dr. Luc Montagnier, the French scientist 
who co-discovered HIV, said Sunday that 
development of a successful vaccine is still 
many years away. Speaking to 2,500 delegates 
at a European conference in Hamburg, the 
expert said that because HIV is constantly 
evolving, “the search is proving more and more 
difficult.” Still, Montagnier noted that he 
expected considerable progress in vaccine 
development within the next five to 10 years. 


“Mandela to Head Global Business Initiative 
on AIDS” 
Reuters 

Britain’s National AIDS Trust announced 
Thursday the appointment of South African 
President Nelson Mandela as honorary head of 
a global business campaign against AIDS. The 
Global Business Council on HIV/AIDS has 


been set up by companies including Britain's 
Glaxo Wellcome, MTV from the United 
States, India’s Tata Power, and Industrias 
Villares of Brazil—along with the National 
AIDS Trust and the Joint United Nations 
Program on HIV/AIDS. The council, chaired 
by Glaxo Wellcome CEO Sir Richard Sykes, 
will urge businesses to join in the war against 
HIV and willadvise UNAIDS about corporate 
positions on the battle. 


Better Way to Treat Hepatitis C” 
Reuters 

By determining the amount of virus in a 
patient before administering therapy, a 
Swedish medical research team says it can 
provide more effective treatment for chronic 
hepatitis C. In patients with high viral 
levels, combination treatment with antibody- 
booster interferon and anti-viral ribavirin is 
more effective against the disease than only 
interferon, according to Ola Weiland of the 
Karolinska Institute’s department of 
infectious diseases. 


“Staving Off Pneumonia” 
Advocate 

The Centers for Disease and Protection 
advises HIV-positive individuals to receive a 
pneumococcal vaccine, which prevents 
pneumonia, bacteremia, and bacterial 
meningitis. The diseases cause 40,000 deaths 
every year, and while they most often infect 
the elderly, the CDC says risks associated 
with symptomatic and asymptomatic HIV 
infection merit the one-time vaccination. 
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Aries 

Theactiveexploration you’ ve 

been involved in will continue 
for the first week of November but 
thereafter, your activities will be more 
effectively focused on your career or 
public standing. The sun’s movement 
through Scorpio this month is a good 
time for you to spend some time 
focusing on debts to be paid; either 
financial or emotional. The month 
ends with an expansive new project 
for you. 


Taurus 
Debt you share with another, 


or your partner’s value and values 
take up a significant amount of your 
attention in November. Your usual 
conservative approach to life is 
challenged by intense situations which 
may call on you to re-examine some 
beliefs before the month is out. Full 
moon on the 14th is very positive for 
financial and or personal gain. New 
relationships begun as the month starts 
are favoured, although challenging. 


HY oni 
November dawns with a 


mindful of details for you social types. 
Halloween party statements you made 
will cause headaches for you around 
the 14th if any bitterness was evident. 


Yourforthrightness and candor witha . 


partner or friends this month could 
have repercussions if your honesty 


focuses purely on your perceived 
mistreatments. Colds, or vocal infections 
are strongly indicated, so guard your health 
well. 


—_ Cancer 
Your artistic energies are high as 


November begins and any focus in this 
direction could have rewarding payoff by 
mid month, through the acclaim of friends. 
Since most of you love your kitchens, this 
might be a great time to start the holiday 
baking preparations. Social activities in the 
middle of the month show you shining 
especially bright. Watch your health at 
month’s end. 


~S 
fe Leo 
A new beginning at home marks 


November for you proud members of the 
zodiac. Ina year marked by many fortunate 
relationship energies, you’d be well to use 
this month to build on your own emotional 
roots and support systems. Public acclaim 
is strong at mid month if you’ve done the 
work to deserve it. A creative project begun 
at month’s end is highly favoured. 


Virgo 
s In your quest for perfection, 


November brings you the opportunity to talk 
about some deep or intense issues, clearing 
past resentments for your own continued 
growth. Exposure to new concepts or foreign 
values provides some _ expansion 
opportunities for you at mid month. New 
projects centered around home or family at 


month’s end are favoured. 


Libra 
bJ 44 Financial issues need to be looked 


at this November if the security you seek 
is to appear before year’s end. Try to have 
any debt consolidation or joint financial 
issues resolved by mid month. Then you 
and your mate can soar to new intimate 
peaks in the comfort and security of your 
home. A writing project initiated at 
month’s end is geared for success. 


Scorpio 
Sun in your sign in November 
elps to focus energy on self assessment 
and improvements. New projects 
undertaken at the month’s start can show 
first fruits as early as the 14th, but this 
does not mean that these need to be short 
term endeavours. Long journeys also 
begin with single steps. Partnershipenergy 
is high at mid month, finances take the 
stage at month’s end. 


Sagittarius 

During this last month before 
your birthday, the cycle suggests energy 
be spent on reviewing this past year’s 
explorations. Your wisdom comes from 
assimilating experience and re-evaluating 
beliefs. There is plenty of opportunity 
this year to expound your philosophy, so 
let it keep growing and know when to let 
go of outmoded thought forms. 


Capricorn 
Planning is November’s energy 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


Cruisin’ 
with EVM 


Mt concett... 


for you ever cautious, long patient 
trail makers of the zodiac. 
Restructuring in the area of home 
and family or deepest emotional roots 
continues at a measured pace for 
another year, and you can find 
yourself short of your proverbial 
patience at times. New plans made 
with group intent at month’s start 
prove creatively fruitful by the 14th. 
Watch for inspiration on the 30th. 


Aquarius 
Intense effort brings 
recognition in November. New 


business schemes at the start of the 
month can bring added security by 
mid month. Your innovative nature 
and commitment to group betterment 
is on the rise for the next few months 
but attention needs to be focused on 
how you communicate. Attention to 
new goals and setting new plans is 
called for at November’s end. 


Pisces 

Practical matters move 
more smoothly from now 
until year’s end for you idealistic 
dreamers. Time and effort spent in 
expanding your horizons now will 
add acclaim next month and deepen 
your faith in a positive manner. 
Attention to nighttime dreams will 
give you good direction this month. 
New career direction or focus is on 
the menu at month’s end. 
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Capital City Politics 


PANSIES 
EVERY 
WHERE! 


by Councillor Michael Phair 


On Friday October 3 I flew to St. 
John’s Newfoundland. It was the 
first time I had been to “the Rock” 
and I spent most of my time in the air 
as it took 7 hours to get there and then 
I returned on Sunday, another 7 hours 
in the air! I was in St. John’s 
representing the City at the National 
Meeting and Awards for Canada’s 
Communities In Bloom. It turned 
out be an exciting trip as Edmonton 
was named Canada’s City in Bloom— 
I always knew that the pansies we 
grew here would be recognized! 


The appearance and appeal of the 
City ts important to 
Edmontonians, including many of 
the readers of Times.10. I have been 
involved in three important aspects 
of making Edmonton an appealing 
and beautiful city that might be of 
interest. 


many 


Communities In Bloom is a national 
program that Edmonton participates 
in. We are evaluated against other 
large municipalities on the 
accomplishments of the entire 
community—municipal, private, 
corporate, and institutional sectors 
and citizens—with regards to: 

Tidiness effort; 

Urban forestry development: 

Landscaped areas: 

Floral displays: 

Turf areas; 

Environmental effort; 

Heritage conservation; 

Community involvement; 


Edmonton will again be involved in 
Communities In Bloom during 1998 
and will be looking for individuals 
and groups to be part of the different 
activities that make us a beautiful 
city. If you are interested. please give 
me a call. 


Preventing Dutch Elm Disease (DED) 
is the second major initiative that the 
city promotes very aggressively. In 
fact, the Communities in Bloom 
national judges _ specifically 
commended the City on its DED 
program. Since DED’s introduction 
from Europe about 1930, it has 
destroyed millions of elm trees across 
North America. Edmonton currently 
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has the world’s largest urban forest and elm 
trees are a significant part of it. I remember 
watching DED wipe out all the Elm that lined 
the streets where I grew up—it was 
devastating. 


My concern with preventing the disease led 
me to persuade the rest of City Council to 
devote $600,000 a year to preventative 
maintenance to protect our elms. Early 
detection is vital to controlling the spread of 
the disease. Again, we can use volunteer 
groups or individuals to help in fighting DED. 
If you are interested, please give a call. 


The third and final initiative that I have 
undertaken is one of ‘deflowering’! I have 
started work to convince Council to remove 
the logo beds from the Whitemud Freeway. 
These so-called flowerbeds have proven to be 
offensive to many Edmontonians and I have 
heard many of you describe them as ugly, 
unattractive, crass and unnecessary. A small 
group of volunteers are working with my 
office to develop a strategy to convince City 
Council to end the logo bed project. This will 
be before City Council in January of 1998 and 
if you are interested in getting involved, please 
contact my office. 


An attractive city is one that appeals to its 
citizens and supports a quality of life that all 
Edmontonians can be proud of. There are 
many ways to make Edmonton a wonderful 
city and I encourage you to find a way to ‘grow 
your pansies’! 


Michael Phair 


Councillor, Ward 4 (phone)496-9146 


~ (fax)496-8113 (e- 


mail )mphair@ gov.edmonton.ab.ca 


Klein will 
only listen 
too “severely 
normal 
Albertans.” 


By Gary Dickson - Liberal MLA 


Alberta legislators continue to shirk their 
responsibility when it comes to providing the 
most basic kind of protection for human rights. 
1996 was a very disappointing year for all of 
us who wanted to see Alberta adopt a new 
model for its Human Rights Commission, and 
extend human rights protection to groups, 
which historically have experienced 
significant discrimination. 


The Human Rights Commission and our 


Individual’s Rights Protection Act were 
created in 1973. Over the intervening 24 
years, the shortcomings in both have become 
apparent. Our Commission has been 
completely under the thumb of a single 
Minister. Its lack of independence was 
never more apparent than in 1992, when the 
Minister responsible sent a memo to the 
Commission instructing it not to investigate 
any complaints on the basis of sexual 
orientation. This direct interference was 
alarming since the Commission was only 
responding to an Ontario Court decision, 
which required that “sexual orientation” be 
read into human rights legislation if 
legislators had left it out. After Ralph Klein 
became Premier, little changed. 
Commissioners who spoke out were censured 
and ultimately not reappointed. Those 
Commissioners who supported the 
government were given extended terms. 
Vacancies went unfilled for many months. 
A number of Conservative MLAs and Diane 
Mirosh, when she was the Minster 
responsible mused openly about abolition of 
the Commission. 


Premier Klein appointed his own panel in 
late 1993 to make recommendations on 
changes to our human rights laws. The 
panel received more than 1700 written 
submissions, many of them from religious 
groups adamantly opposed to including 
sexual orientation in the category of banned 
discrimination. Many commentators 
advocated that sexual orientation was simply 
too hot an issue politically, and that the 
smart thing to do was to focus on other 
changes where consensus could more easily 
be achieved. In February 1994, | made a 
presentation to the panel on behalf of the 
Alberta Liberal Caucus. That presentation 
included a call for an independent Human 
Rights Commission and extended protection 
from discrimination on grounds including 
sexual orientation. In June 1994, the 
government panel released its report entitled 
“Equal in Dignity and Rights,” complete 
with 75 unanimous recommendations. All 
of the major recommendations made by the 
Alberta Liberal Caucus were reflected in the 
‘Equal in Dignity Report”. The government 
clearly embarrassed by the report from its 
own panel, spent the next two years trying to 
decide what to do with its recommendations. 
The Dignity Foundation and many other 
groups lobbied the government aggressively 
to see those recommendations become law. 


Finally in the spring of 1996, the Klein 
government introduced Bill 24, the 
Individual’s Rights Protection Amendment 
Act. In Bill 24, the government managed to 
adopt many of the minor recommendations 
from the “Equal in Dignity and Rights 
report”, but almost none of the major 
recommendations. “The government was 
adamant that sexual orientation not be 
included”. The Alberta Coalition on Human 
Rights was quickly created to bring more 
pressure on Mr. Klein’s government. The 
Coalition grew to more than 100 agencies 
including the United Way and host of other 
respected organizations. In the Assembly, | 
tabled a set of 16 amendments which, if 
adopted, would make the legislation 
consistent with “Equal in Dignity and Rights 
report”. Premier Klein's reaction was that 
he would ignore advice he received from the 
Coalition or the Liberal Official Opposition. 


He would only listen to “severely normal 
Albertans.” In the end, the government 
accepted only two of my amendments, 
which included extending the time to 
file a complaint with the Commission 
from 6 months to one year, as well as 
including “source of income” as a 
prohibited kind of discrimination. 


The arguments by Conservative MLAs 
opposed to my amendments were 
interesting, if not entertaining. MLA 
Ken Kowalski stated, “we have tolerance 
in Alberta in 1996, so what’s the fear 
that certain people would want to 
generate here?” Then Government 
House Leader Stockwell Day suggested 
that some of the Liberal amendments, 
“fly in the face of 2000 years of 
development of human rights,” and 
stated that Alberta’s human rights laws 
should be. limited to only clearly 
recognized inalienable rights consistent 
with the “divine law of nature.” 


Not only did the Conservative 
government reject each of my other 
amendments, but it imposed closure to 
kill debate after the Assembly spent only 
5 and a half hours considering this 
important bill, far less than the time 
afforded most important pieces of 
legislation. In fact, 5.5 hours is equal to 
only a single legislative day in a session 
of 53 days. 


Despite the fact that 8 Canadian 
provinces and territories, as well as the 
federal government, currently have 
human rights protection on the basis of 
sexual orientation, the Alberta 
government stubbornly refuses to 
respond. Many now look to the Supreme 
Court of Canada to restore the original 
decision in the Delwin Vriend case, and 
to achieve what legislators lack the 
courage or the wisdom to legislate. 
Pending that decision, I hope that 
reasonable Albertans will continue to 
demand a law, which protects the rights 
and dignity of all Albertans, whether or 
not Ralph Klein considers them “severely 
normal.” 


Gary Dickson 
Alberta Liberal Human Rights Critic 


The elected 
representatives 
were not 
part of the 
process 


By Laurie Blakeman 
Liberal MLA 


increased minimum wage. instead opting for 
“new approaches for dealing with labour 
disputes that disrupt access to markets” (read: 
“right-to-work’’). 


For some of us, the immediate outcome 
of the Growth Summit was something 
of a surprise. Certainly all the media 
coverage leading up to the Summit, 
even the outcomes of the first day, but 
especially the way the participants were 
lined up to a business bias, strongly 
hinted that tax reductions and a 
corporate agenda were going to win the 
day. But instead, the final message was 
“people development”. 


this province. Nor were the elected 
representatives part of the process. Public 
consultations like the Growth Summit 
should be held in conjunction with the 
activities of the Legislative Assembly. 
Instead, the government has chosen a 
process to involve un-elected and 
unaccountable groups of chosen 
volunteers (as hardworking as they were) 
to make decisions in lieu of a legislative 
chambers process. As yourelected MLA, 
this is exactly what I am being paid to do: 
consult with my constituents on a regular 
basis, determine the issues based on that 
input, and take this information forward 
into the House. 


The end result is Klein gets to pick the 
recommendations he likes the best and give 
them a “Summit Approved” stamp. The rest 
he can throw in the trash heap and say “I can’t 
do everything.“In short nothing has changed. 
The assault on working familics continues. 


I'm 
Glad I 
Stayed 
Away! 


By Pam Barrett -MLA & ND Leader 


And continue it docs. The New Democrats 
recently uncovered that an Australian health 
care corporation wants to take over the 
operation of the Canmore Hospital, a fully 
functioning public facility. As cach day passcs. 
I become more convinced this government is 
determined to bring in full-scale two-tier health 
care, regardless of how Albertans [cel aboutit. 


I say immediate outcome because what 
now remains is the aftermath. What 
will happen with this harmoniously- 
arrived-at-message? How will it be 
translated into action? What will 
happen with the other messages 
delivered by the participants? How will 
they be interpreted by this government 
and across other sectors? Who will 
ensure that all the outcomes will be 
incorporated into government policy? 
And who will determine if they should 
be incorporated into government 
policy? And perhaps, most importantly, 
how can accountability be ensured 
without a regular sitting of the 
Legislature where a democratic debate 
on these questions can be held? 


The big news this month was the long awaited 
Klein/Percy “Growth Summit”. The Tory spin 
machine was in full gear during the big event. 
regaling Albertans with the wonders of this two 
day brainstorming session with Alberta's 
supposed brightest and most powerful. 


I believe through the Growth Summit, 
we may have invented a new way to 
circumvent the democratic process. And 
because the final message was palatable 
this time, we may overlook the dangerous 
precedent this process may have set for 
government and public policy decision- 
making in the future. 


Negotiations between the Health Authority 
and the Australian Company have been 
ongoing for over a year. The government docs 
not want you to hear about their plans to 
undermine Medicare. They also don’t want 
you to hear about the failure of their 
privatization and contracting out plans. The 
Auditor General's latest report states the 
government has failed to protect the public 
interest in awarding private contracts. As a 
result, Albertans are paying more for Icss 
Service. 


Raj Pannu and I made the decision to boycott the 
event, instead attending the Alberta Federation of 
Labour sponsored Beyond Growth Summit. We 
feel the Klein/Perey Summit was mostly a 
collection handpicked Conservative and Liberal 
friends working witha narrow and slanted agenda. 
The few progressive voices attending were dwarfed 
by the dozens of corporate CEOs and busincss 
lobbyists gearing up for tax cuts and more 
privatization. 

A number of cabinet ministers and most of the 
Liberal caucus attended the two days. They were 
all quick to endorse the recommendations and 
cheer this tool for bypassing the Legislature. Am 
I ever glad I stayed away. Nothing has changed. 
The Summit did exactly what I predicted it would 
do. The delegates came out with a mish-mash of 
contradictory policy recommendations, along with 
a list of vague “priority areas”. 


1 am always interested in hearing and 
understanding what you think and I urge 
you to stay in touch with me. The 
constituency office is located at 10042 - 
116 Street and our office hours are 
Monday to Friday from 10AM to 4PM 
except Wednesdays when we are open 
10AM to Noon. Working in the 
community often takes me out of the 
office, but I am always available on 
Fridays. Our new phone number is 414- 
0743 and our new fax number is 414- 
0772. You may leave a message for me, 
or you may speak with Joanne Janzen, 
who is the Constituency Manager. | look 
forward to speaking with you. 


They also don’t want you to hear about their 
intentions to increase funding for private 
schools at a time when public schools are 
crumbling and school boards can’t afford to 
pay teachers fairly. In fact. they don’ (want you 
to hear anything about what they are doing. 
That is why they refuse to have a fall sitting. In 
the past year, Alberta’s Legislature has sat 
fewer days than any other province in Canada. 
Raj and I are leading the call for a fall sitting. 


I attended the Summit as an observer 
over the two days. What I saw and 
heard causes me to also question the 
context in which all these decisions 
were made. What I saw was a group of 
handpicked people: 16 women and 77 
men. The majority were white and 
middle class. The majority were men 
from the business sector. What I didn’t 
see was a clear representation of the 
gender and cultural demographics of 


There were recommendations for increased 
funding for health and cducation alongside 
continucd calls for tax cuts and more tax breaks 
for big business. The Summit rejected a call for an 


Good thing we have a couple New Democrats 
in the Legislature. Without us Albertans 
wouldn’t hear anything about their 
government. 


From the Editor 


by Dennis Cambly 

.10 will be publishing a special 
edition for December/January. A 
double issue of sorts so be watching 
for it at the end of November. 

We must give our thanks to all of 
you who continue to support this 
publication by giving up some of 
your monetary resources. You are 
standing on the front lines as we 


community as one of the most active 
in Canada. And continue to be 
written by people here in Edmonton, 
with the occasional guest writer from 
elsewhere in the world. 


definitely a wonderful group here in 
the Capital City of Alberta. There 
have been so many people involved 
in the production of this issue that it 
is often beyond belief. Keep your 
ideas and e-mail coming as we begin 
our next sojourn. We have some 
surprises coming up in the next few 


“...sunshine came softly 
through my window 
today...” 


It is truly an honour to be involved 
with Times .10 and get to meet so 


When you think everything is 
on the other side of the creek, it 
just seems that someone comes 
along to make one realize just 
how good things really are 
today. After all, we have no 
guarantees that we will get 
another day to live, so today 
might as well be the day the 
changes happen. Kind of a 
mellow feeling these days after 
you came out to celebrate the 
No-Name fund-raiser. 
Everyone had a good time and 
we are very happy that you 
were there to make it all happen. 


You will notice fromthe articles 
in this issue that we are 


issues that will leave you with no 
doubts about your organizing skills 
and talents. You will also note that 
we have added a few more groups to 
our list so you have even more 
avenues to reach out and meet 
someone. If you group is not listed 
then send in a note by snail mail ore- 
mail and we will post it for you. We 
have had a few hundred requests to 
have your publication in many other 
cities as well. We have maintained 
our current number for Edmonton 
and send a few hundred out of the 
city. That will change after the New 
Year. There will be more copies, in 
more places, here in Edmonton and 
several thousand going out of the 
city. It will continue to establish 
Edmontons place in the greater 


many people fromevery walk of life 
around our city. In reflecting over 
the past years it is obvious that we 
have turned the corner in our 
community, and established asound 
base with your help and assistance. 
It is you, after all who continues to 
supply the stories and group profiles 
of events and services. We get lots 
of requests, and one of those was 
met with the fastest turn around we 
have ever seen. Stephany had asked 
if she could do a story on 
transsexuals/transgendered people. 
As always it is left up to the person 
making the suggestion to put the 
story together. Several hours after 
the discussion the story arrived by e- 
mail...wow! No that is what we call 
action on meeting a deadline. Times 


move towards liberation from the 
current dictatorship in our 
government. Remember this: we 
are not alone in our fight for 
freedom and the right to be treated 
equally in this province. With all 
the news of the billions of dollars 
being written off by this current 
government to their nght wing 
friends, every Albertan will begin 
to see the corruption at the highest 
level. Gary Dickson has a powerful 
article, as do many others in this 
issue. Read it and wonder what is 
“severely normal”. Thank you and 
may the kindred spirits of all those 
gone help us to see all the love in 
the hearts of those who give us the 
faith to carry on. 


ONE FAMILY’S STORY 


By Paul W. Egertson, Ph.D. 


What do you say after someone you love says, “I’m gay”? That’s the question our family 
faced a decade ago when the oldest of our six sons told his mother and me that he is 
homosexual. That’s the question the ELCA family of faith recently faced because of three 
young men ina fiery furnace whose personal integrity would not 
allow them to deceive us about their sexual orientation during 
the process leading toward ordination. That’s the question 
many congregational families will face in the future as more and 
more of their lesbian and gay members muster the courage to 
publicly share what they have privately known to be true for 
years. 

I share our family story here, not because it is unique, but 
because it is a typical account of one way parents respond to the 
discovery that a child they both love and admire is gay. It is 
offered with the prayer that it can be helpful not only to other 
families, but also to our church family as we seek together a 


place to stand in relation to a reality that will not go away. 


Step 1: Deny It 


Looking back, we can see six steps on the road we have 
traveled. Upon hearing the news our son brought us, our first 
step was to deny it. Admittedly, we knew very little about 
homosexuality at the time. After all, what was there to know? 
God created people male and female for the purpose of 
reproducing the human race and provided marriage as the 
proper setting for it. Sexual activity between people of the 
same sex was obviously a distortion of nature prohibited by 
both Scripture and common sense. What more does one need 
to know than that? 

While we knew very little about homosexuality, we knew a great 
deal about our son. He didn’t fit the image we had of a 
homosexual at all. He had been a delightful child to raise: bright 
as a whip; multi-talented; self-directed and self-disciplined; 
honest and ethical to a fault; helpful and caring toward others. He 

graduated from high school with honors and from California Lutheran University with 
highest honors. Beyond that, he was a devoutly Christian young man, planning to enter 
the ordained ministry like his grandfather and father before him, not out of some pressure 
to maintain a family tradition, but out of a deep inner sense of call. In other words, he was 
about as perfect a child as any Christian parents could hope for in a world where nobody 
is perfect. If he thought he was gay, he must just be going through a phase of some kind 
and ‘when the 1ight girl comes along he will resolve it. In the meantime, let’s all keep 
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our heads and not panic. 
. 

Step 2: Explain It 
When we could no longer deny it, we sought to explain it. How had this fine young 
man become gay? What caused it? Our state of ignorance 
was such that only two options seemed 
possible. Either he had chosen a style of life in 
contradiction to nature and the will of God, or 
his mother and I in our parenting had 
unknowingly contributed to a perverted 
development of his sexuality. Either his 
mother had emasculated him by smother love 
or I had been a weak, ineffective and/or too 
much absent father. Since we could not 
convince ourselves that this highly ethical 
boy had suddenly chosen a deviant style of 
life, the fault must have been our inadequacy 
as parents. We explored that explanation for 
a while but, self-serving as the conclusion 
was, we could not realistically see where that 
had been so in this case. So we went in 
search of other explanations. At this point 
our education began. 

We learned that there are several theories on 
the causes of homosexuality; that they stand in 
§ conflict with each other; that none of them can 
Mm be sufficiently established to produce a 
§ consensus; and the only certain truth at this 
point in time is that nobody really knows. 
The fact is that across time, nations, races, 
cultures and classes, a consistent percentage 
of persons in all populations just are 
homosexual and the fault cannot be laid at 
anyone's feet. 


Step 3: Fix It 


When we could neither deny it nor explain it, we then sought to fix it. There were 
two options open: divine intervention and psychological therapy. As a devout 
Christian who knew from early childhood that something was very different about 
him and who suspected from adolescence that this difference was something... 
unacceptable to God, our son had devoted himself to prayer and trust in the grace 
and power of God. Preachers said God loved all people unconditionally and could 
change persons who came to him with a broken and contrite heart. So for years, 
night after night in the privacy of his closet, he took his broken and contrite heart to 
the throne of grace. But God did not change him. Did that mean he was so defective 
that even a gracious God did not love him? What else is a teen-age mind to 
conclude? (Preachers, beware! Some people believe what you say.) 

Since divine intervention failed, perhaps psychological therapy could succeed. So we 
pursued that, only to discover that most psychiatrists and psychologists had long since 
come to the conclusion that homosexuality is not an illness and that no known system 
of treatment can change it. Homosexual behavior can be changed by conditioning 
toward celibacy, but the inner affectional orientation of constitutional homosexuals is 
not changed. And that was the issue for us, because sexual activity was not the problem. 
In short, there was no known way to fix it. The best that therapy can do is help gay and 
lesbian persons accept the reality of their being before the socially imposed shame of 
it and the personal pain of it drives them to despair, drink, drugs, or death by suicide, 
all of which it does daily to numerous persons in our world. 


Step 4: Mourn It 


When you can’t deny it, explain it, or change it, the only thing left is to mourn it. 
Parents have two choices at this point, and both of them involve some form of 
death. On the one hand, you can choose the death of rejection and separation from 
your child. You can say, “If that’s the way you are, you’re no son of mine.” You can 
cut off relations as though the child never lived or as though the child has died. 
That’s an option many parents have taken and an option many congregations have 
taken in response to their lesbian and gay members. But quite frankly, that was 
never an option for us because we could not believe this son we knew so well was in 
any sense a perverted person. 

The other option is to suffer the death of your own ignorance, prejudice, opinions, 
attitudes and misunderstandings. Then you mourn the loss of a nice and tidy worldview 
in which everything fits neatly into boxes of black or white, right or wrong, true or false. 
And you mourn the loss of security provided by a few biblical passages that can tell you 
which is which so you don’t have to take the responsibility for making a judgment. 
Along with those losses goes the death of your hopes and dreams of ordinary happiness 
for your child, particularly as that comes through the joys of marriage, children and a 
life approved by family, friends, church and society. And in our son’s case, there is also 
the probable death of any hope for ordination into the ministry to which he has always 
felt called by God, unless he is willing to sacrifice for it all experiences of human love 
expressed through physical intimacy. 

During the process of mourning, his mother and I came to realize how close we were 
to shifting the focus from our son’s struggle to our own. That final form of death for 
parents is to recognize that their pain is secondary to their child’s suffering and to take 
up their role as supporters of the life they brought into the world, the life their child has 
to live out in the world. When that happened for us, the question became, “How is he 


handling this in terms of his own life, health and 
happiness?” It is his problem, not ours. He doesn’t 
need us to increase his struggle by making the problem 
our own and then looking to him for a solution. 


Step 5: Accept It 


When he came to the place where he could accept 
the reality of his sexual orientation as given, we 
were able to take the next step and accept it. It was 
at this point that we remembered one version of the 
Serenity Prayer: “Lord, give us the serenity to 
accept what cannot be changed, the courage to 
change what can be changed, and the wisdom to 
know the difference.” 

For us that has come to mean the’ acceptance of 
something in the being of our son that neither we nor 
he would have chosen, something neither he-nor we 
can change. More than that, it has come to mean 
seeking change in those things which can be changed, 
namely the attitudes toward and understandings of 
homosexuality that remain dominant in both church 
and society. For we have come to realize that the 
biggest problem in being gay is not the gayness, but the 
reaction of heterosexuals to it. And we want to join 
with those who seek the ways of healing and wholeness 
at this point of pain in our world. 


Step 6: Celebrate It 


At this juncture on our journey we are in the process 
of taking a sixth and final step: celebrate it!. We 
may not be fully on this step yet, but our weight has 
clearly shifted there. Where you end up on this 
journey depends on what you think homosexuality 
is. To what may it be rightly compared? Your 
answer to that will finally determine the place you 
will stand. At least four options are open for 
consideration: First, you might say that 
homosexuality is a conscious and defiant rebellion 
against the laws of God and nature. In that case, it is 
simply sin and our only proper response is the 
announcement of God's judgment, the offer of 
grace, and a call for repentance. But is that what 
homosexuality is? 

A second option is to say that homosexuality is an 
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illness like alcoholism, where behavioral activity brings 
the bondage of addiction that only total abstinence can 
break. If that’s the case, then clearly celibacy is a sufficient 
solution to the problem. But is that what homosexuality 
is? 

A third option is to say that homosexuality is a tragedy 
of nature, something never intended by God and contrary 
to his will, but something that happens regularly in our 
world nonetheless. It is one more demonstration of the 
effect of the Fall in the world. In that case, it is like mental 
retardation, a condition for which the victim is not 
responsible, which cannot be changed, but something we 
can never call good. If that’s what it is, then shouldn’t we 
treat homosexuals with the same compassion and 
understanding as we grant to others who innocently suffer 
as victims of a broken world? Then shouldn’t we make 
special rules for them so that life can be as full as possible 
within the limits of their deformity? When people have no 
legs, we provide wheelchairs as substitutes and set aside 
special parking spaces which are illegal for others to use 
but permitted for them. Could we provide homosexuals 
with a substitute structure for marriage that would allow 
them the personal fulfillment that comes through 
sanctioned committed relatianships. But is that what 
homosexuality is? 

Finally, we might say that homosexuality is one of the 
varieties of nature, one of those delightful differences 
that regularly appear in counterpoint to the ordinary 
norm. In that case,’ it is like left-handedness, a minority 
condition in a world where most people are right-handed 
and a few are ambidextrous, but a natural variation that 
has its own contribution to make to the wholeness of the 
world. There was a time when people considered left- 
handedness so deviant that it had to be punished or 
changed. But in trying to force that change, we discovered 
the same thing we're finding with homosexuality now: 
attempts to change them don’t change them but only 
cause more serious problems. Once that was clear in 
regard to left-handedness, we were freed to discover some 
positive benefits southpaws offer the world. Professional 
baseball teams, for example, value them highly. In fact, 
you can’t win achampionship without some lefties. Is that 
what homosexuality is? If so, we can celebrate it as a gift 
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of God. 

Unfortunately, there are no experts right now who can answer 
our questions or tell us which of the above options will turn out 
to be true. All we can do is digest the best information available 
from scientific research and search the Scriptures for what they 
do and don’t say, praying that the Spirit will lead us into all truth. 

In the meantime, we all walk by faith and run with risk. Each of 
us will place our own bet and be responsible for it. As for me and 
my house, we’re putting our money on the celebration line. We 
would rather err on the side of helping hurting people than on 
the side of hurting helpless people. May God have mercy on us. 
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Legal 
Issues: 
Enduring 
Powers of 
Attorney 


by Julie C. Lloyd 


The second pillar of the estate- related documentation 
required by we gays and lesbians (the first being 
wills which w discussed in last month’s article) is 
that of an Enduring Power of Attorney. 


While executive a will allows a person to ensure that 
their estate passes to the person or persons of their 
choosing after their own death, an Enduring Power 


of Attorney (an “EPA”) allows a person to ensure that their 
financial affairs are looked after according to their wishes 
before their death. 


AnEPA isadocumentexecuted by someone identifying the 
person the want looking after their financial affairs in the 
event that they loose the capacity to do so them selves. The 
* AnEPAcanbe 
designed to come into effect immediately, but is often drafted 


person so appointed is called the “attorney 


so that it “springs” into effect only after you have lost the 
capacity to handle your own affairs. Once the EPA is in 
effect it empowers your attorney to do with your money 
whatever you could, inlaw, do with your money. Since itis 
often the case that the financial affairs of partners are, at least 
to some extent, intertwined it may be most convenient to 
have your partner named as your attorney. Further, whether 
you are in a rélationship or not, if you wish to have some 
control over who will or over who will not be empowered to 
manage your financial affairs if you can not do so your self, 
the execution of the EPA is something you should consider. 


If you have not executed an EPA and you loose capacity to 
manage your affairs, through illness or accident, it will be 
necessary for someone to make an application to court under 
the Dependant Adults Act for an order appointing them the 
trustee of your estate so that they can look after things for 
you. Things*like collecting revenues to which you are 
entitled, paying your bills, managing your investments, 
selling or mortgaging your hose (remember if you own your 
house jointly with your partner he or she will not be able to 
sell or mortgage it without your consent or the consent of 
your attorney). 


An application under the Dependant Adults Act (DAA) is, 
quite simply, awful and something to be avoided. Itentails 
acourt application, which must be accompanied by areport 
from a health professional attesting to the capacity to the 
proposed dependant adult and their are also on going 
requirements of reporting and accounting to the court. Itis 
very expensive, time consuming, potentially continuous, 
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often demeaning to the in capaciated person and stressful 
foreveryone involved. Beyond that, however, the DAA 
puts same sex partners in a particularly unfavorable 
position. 

The DAA sets out that any adult pérson can be appointed 
Trustee of the estate of a dependant (incapacitated) 
adult and thereby be empowered to handle financial 
affairs in much the same way that an attorney can. 
However, the Act also sets out that the persons who are 
to be given notice of the applications for trusteeship are 
only heterosexual spouses and biological relatives. 


Therefor, if you become capacitated and a member of 


your biological family decides to make such an 
application, your partner may not get any notice of itand 
so the application may be made and an order maybe 
granted in your partner’s absence identifying a family 
member as trustee rather than your partner. 


Further, biological relatives are expressly given an 
opportunity to object to proposed appointments of 
trustees in the legislation and, accordingly, if your 
biological family members do notagree to your partner’s 
application to be appointed as trustee under the DAA, 
your partner may well be unsuccessful in the application. 
it is not impossible for your partner to be appointed 
trustee, but if the court does not agree that he or she 
would be a better candidate than say, than your brother 
who is also applying, they will not appoint your partner. 
Withan EPA youcouldavoid this problem by appointing 
yourattorney yourself and thus sidestepping the DAA. 


Remember that we do not have to wait for old age to 
loose capacity and therefore to require an attorney. 
Accidents and disease can regrettably visit us at any 
time and can result in our being at least temporarily 
unable to conduct our financial affairs. Executing and 
EPA is the “ounce of prevention” that will give us the 
peace of mind of knowing that our partners or friends 
will be able to manage our affairs if and when we 
become temporarily or permanently unable to do so 
ourselves. 
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THE 
YOUTH 
GROUP 


There were no bells or fireworks to mark the new 
beginning, just the buzz of enthusiastic young voices. 
That was how THE YOUTH GROUP began on 
October 11. While being modeled on Youthquest! 
Lesbian and Gay Youth Society of British Columbia, 
it fills the same time slot and the same location as the 
former PTYE, Saturdays from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. at 
the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre Edmonton, 
Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street. 


The Steering Committee is busy at work drawing up 
the constitution, working guidelines and the 
executive, maintenance and coordinating framework: 
“to provide, at no charge, secure, supportive and 
comfortable social, historic, intellectual and 
emotional reality of their identity”. 


“It’s scary thinking about what would happen if 
people found out” was how one youth expressed his 
concern. As a drop-in, its basic formula, THE 
YOUTH GROUP will provide highly isolated and 
vulnerable youth opportunities to find peer support 
and friendship in an atmosphere free from judgement 
and ridicule. It will create an environment where 
youth do not need to wear a mask, where they can 
discover queer-positive role models. Edmonton’s 
Gay Community has an abundance of role models. 
The Steering Committee urges them to step forward 
and show the way to our youth either by regular 
involvement or one-time activity organization. 


Adolescence is a time of exploring romantic and 
sexual feelings. It is where we learn appropriate 
ways to express affection, attraction, romantic 
emotions, sexual urges and gender roles. THE 
YOUTH GROUP intends: “to promote positive 
lesbian, gay, transgender and bisexual images 
through a speaker’s series: to promote dialogue and 
understanding between youth of diverse orientations 
and backgrounds: to encourage our youth to claim 
their right to participate fully in the society at large: 
to take their place within their home communities”. 


The Steering Committee has a long way to go in its 
work of laying the foundation for THE YOUTH 
GROUP. Meanwhile, volunteers from the committee 
are facilitating the weekly Saturday group. When 
the work is done and the executive helm is manned 
by the youth, the Steering Committee believes that in 
answer to the question: “Will THE YOUTH GROUP 
Programme provide long term benefits to the youth 
of our community?” there will be a resounding YES! 
To offer your ideas, your help, your encouragement 
contact Lynn at 488-4808. 


THE YOUTH GROUP (formerly Pink Triangle 
Youth of Edmonton) will continue to meet EVERY 
SATURDAY at 8:00 p.m. at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612 - 
124 Street. 


GLCCE (and PFLAG-T) are currently working on 
where THE YOUTH GROUP is headed. We need 
your input and ideas. Speak to the facilitators at any 
Saturday meeting of THE YOUTH GROUP, or 
GLCCE weekday evenings from 7:00 -10:00 p.m. 
For more information or to give your input phone the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Centre at 488-3234. 


Our sincere thanks. 


Graham Watts 
for THE YOUTH GROUP Steering Committee 


Community Events 


Oct. 23 to Nov.2 

“The Old Boy’s Club” by Marty Chan at Roxy Theatre 
10708 - 124 Street 

Corruption in the back room? Does the word ‘politics’ 
and ‘Alberta in the same sentence may you cringe? A 
play about intrigue in the halls of the Legislature. Tickets 
and Info call the Theatre Tel: The Roxy Theatre at 477- 
5955 


Friday, Nov. 7 

Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton - Hot Tub Party 
BNBC-E is a gay male nudist club for men over the age of 
18. Event and club information available via e-mail. E- 
mail: fdicker@compusmart.ab.ca 


Saturday, Nov. 8 

B.E.A.R.S. Hot Tub Party Hairy men and their admirers 
soaking in a hot steaming bubbling cauldron. What could 
be better for a cool fall evening. Location and other 
information available via e-mail. Cost: $10.00; E-mail: 
jda@ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Saturday, Nov. 25 time TBA 

Womonspace Craft Fair at Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 
Avenue. Jewelry, clothing, paintings, furnishings, 
foodstuffs, sculpture cards, and more. Vendor inquiries 
are welcome. Tel: (403) 482-1794 
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Mark these dates on your calendars - more. Information 
will be posted, as it becomes available. 


Saturday, Dec 6 at 8 p.m. EVM with guests: Wajjo 
Drummers at Convocation Hall on the U of A campus. 
Tel: EVM at (403) 988-4620 E-mail: 

evm @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Saturday, March 7, 1998 

EVM in Concert with guests: VOCE at Arts Barns of Old 
Strathcona, 10330 - 84 Avenue Tel: EVM at (403) 988- 
4620 E-mail: eym@ freenet-edmonton.ab.ca 


Friday, May 15 - Monday, May 18, 1998 

Canadian GALA Choruses: Festival ’98 at Francis 
Winspear Centre for Music, Edmonton City Hall, and 
Sheraton Grande Hotel. Tel: EVM at (403) 988-4620 E- 
mail: evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Other activities 

Wednesday 

“Movie Night at the Centre” at 7:30 p.m. Gay and 
Lesbian themes. Movies supplied courtesy of Lyon’s 
Empire shown in the Drop-In Lounge of The Centre 
(GLCCE) Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street. Oct. 22 
Free. Tel: GLCCE at (403) 488-3234 E-mail: 

glcce @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Queeries from 5 to 5:30 p.m. 
Checkout this current affairs radio show on CJSR 
88.5 FM 


Gay Mens’ Coffee Evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 Avenue. This group 
fosters a safe, comfortable environment for all its 
participants. At the same time, it discourages 
attendance solely for sexual relations. Join us to 
relax, share experiences, and establish friendships. 
There is no age limit. Tel: 403-463-2098 (Graham) 
E-mail: gwatts@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Thursdays 

Adamant Eve 

A radio show for and by womyn on CJSR 88.5 FM 
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 


Gaywire 
Gaywire follows Adamant Eve on CJSR 88.5 FM 
from 6 to 7:00 p.m. 


Saturdays 

Sonic Sistas 

Sonic Sistas is a radio show on CJSR 88.5 FM from 
7 to 8:00 p.m. 


Get updated information . . . 


By sending an e-mail to 

glcce@ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca with the word 
subscribe in the subject field. By World Wide Web 
at http://freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce/ 
comindex.htm By Phone at 403-988-4018 24hrs. By 
Phone at 403-488-3234 (M-F, 7-10 p.m.) 


Send information to the calendar . . . 


By E-mail to glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca, By 
Phone at 403-488-3234 (M-F, 7-10 p.m.), By Mail: 
GLCCE Community Calendar Box 1852, Main Post 
Office Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2 


LOO - 8:00 
LOO - 8:00 
LOO - 8:00 
ILOO - 8:00 
LOO - |0:00 
LOO - 8:00 
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Edmonton's 
Gay 


Support 
Groups 
and 
Services 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
The Network retains its original operating 
philosophy: to provide support and 
education wherever it can be helpful in 
north central Alberta. AIDS Network of 
Edmonton works cooperatively with all 
those organizations in Alberta and across 
the country who are working to help limit 
the spread of HIV infection. Today the 
network provides Education. Info-Line., 
Speakers Bureau. Resource material and 
various Support groups. If you wish to 
know more about the Network call 488- 
5742 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) meets at 
McDougall United Church 10025 101 St. 
Last Saturday of the month, at 7:30 - 9:30 
PM For more info call: Larry at 429-4269 
or Phyllis at 434-4808 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and women who 
share their experience, strength and hope 
with cach other that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover 
{from alcoholism. The only requirement for 
membership is a desire to stop drinking. 
Call 424-5900 for times and places of Gay 
and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international organization of 
Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. Our 
mandate is to promote a greater 
understanding of human sexuality and 
spirituality within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly newsletter 
isavailable via the Internet. Contact Dushan 
at 454-8449 for more information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of Edmonton - 
BNBCE 

A naturalist group of gay men in Edmonton 
interested in social nudity. This is not a sex 
club. Men ofall ages welcome. Call Fred at 
469-7231 for information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of Edmonton 

(A group for hairy men and their admirers) 
meet the last Friday of the month 9:00pm - 
11:00pm at Boots n’ Saddle. Or write us at 
#47, 10024-82nd Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta. Canada T6E 1Z3. Our email 
address is bears@ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual concerns. 
This isasupportcommunity for gay. lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 454-1479 or Garrett at 423- 
1725 or e-mail: garrett.cpp @ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 
This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay, lesbian Catholics and 
friends. Contact Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Dennis at 482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for older 
gay and biscxual men and their friends. 
The purpose of Prime Timers is to provide 
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an opportunity for mature gay men to [raternize 
and join together ina program of social activities. 
Mcctings held 2nd Sunday each month at the 
Unitarian Church at 3:00 p.m. If you would like 
more information address correspondence to 
Chairman, Edmonton Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 
11444 - 119 Street, Edmonton, T5G 2X6. 
Contact 426-7019. E-mail: 
mercury @planet.con.net 


Peter at 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 

A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 
common love of music and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the lesbigay 
community. If you are interested in singing with 
EVM or working in the areas of promotion, 
staging or front of house concerts and events, 
please contact us at P.O. Box 12091, Main Post 
Office, T5J 3L2 or telephone 988-4620. E-mail: 
cevm @{reenct.edmonton.ab.ca 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention 
Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need to 
provide AIDS education and support to Native 
People in Alberta. Through education and the 
development of communities in partnership, it 
is hoped that the spread of AIDS will be lessened. 
We offer training and education programs, as 
well as support through traditional ways. 
Volunteers are very important to us. if you can 
help, or would simply like some more 
information call 488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

We have 3 divisions: 1) Fun/Recrcational - 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; 
commitment needed: Now until end of June you 


No regular 


can join anytime. Fee: $10.00/year: Level: 
Beginners to Intermediate: Donnan School - 
7T9Ave & 87 Street. 2) Competitive - Tuesdays. 
7-9:30 p.m.; Fee $35/8 week period: Coaching 
& Games cach night. 3) Beach - Day/time/cost 
TBA; June to September. For more Volleyball 
information call Ron at 428-3375, 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton’s gay. lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information line. 
The services offered by the centre include an 
information line, telephone referrals, library, 
drop-in peer support counselling and social 
aclivitics arranged and sponsored by the centre. 
Further information is available at 488-3234. 
E-Mail glcce@ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gaylines 

A special telephone service is available. The 
intent of this line is to aid in the forming of a 
central information net that will aid all walks of 
life. Messages are outgoing only. The line is 
sctup ina single location that will be permanent 
and will also be listed in the phone directory. It 
is {ree to all Alternative Lifestyles, Support 
groups, Clubs, Individuals and Businesses. Call 
486-9661 to request your mailbox. 


Gay Mens’ Coffee Evenings 

At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 
Avenue. This groupfosters a safe. comfortable 
environment for all its participants. At the same 
time, it discourages attendance solely for sexual 
relations. Join us to relax, share experiences, 
and establish friendships. There is no age limit. 
Tel: 403-463-2098 (Graham) E-mail: 
gwatts @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for gay/ 
bisexual men that works toward: preventing the 
spread of HIV amongst men who have sex with 
men, advocating for healthy lifestyle choices, 
and addressing social and health concerns by 
fostering self-esteem and gay positive attitudes. 
For information on G.M.O.C. workshops and 
other activities contact Kirk at 488-5742, orcall 
our Hotline at 988-3671. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 

We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and Provincial 
legislation. We are always interested in new 


members. If you are interested call Murray Billet 
at 482-7421 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals and 
their supporters. Our main goal is to provide a 
safe, discreet and friendly atmosphere where we 
can socialize as a group. We also provide 
information and peer support for members. We 
hold two socials each month, one on the second 
Thursday and one on the third Saturday, For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club, Box 
33002, Glenwood P.O., Edmonton, AB. T5P4V8;: 
or phone either 488-3234 (GLCCE) on Tuesday 
evenings to talk to someone person to person or 
486-9661 box | to leave a message. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 

The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charitics and other organizations which cither 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Mectings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Wednesday. For mecting 
location and time please sce the Court notice 
boards in Boots and Saddle or the Roost. You may 
also call Gaylines at 486-9661 and press box 27. 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 

The purpose of this association is to sensitize local 
faith communities and their leaders to the unique 
spiritual and emotional needs of those infected by 
HIV/AIDS. The following faith communities are 
included: Anglican, Baha’i, Baptist. Beth Shalom 
Synagogue, Lutheran, Metropolitan Community 
Church. Roman Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, 
Ukrainian Catholic. Unitarian and United 
Churches. Phone 448-1768 for more information. 


Lambda Christian Community Church 
Weare anon-denominational evangelical Christian 
church. One of our primary goals is to provide a 
safe and affirming environment for all who desire 
to worship God. Lambda Community Church, 
11148-84 Avenue (Garneau United Church) 
Edmonton, T6G OV8. Call 474-0753. Weekly 
Sunday service at 7 p. m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993 Edmonton Police Service and the 
Gay and Lesbian community for met a liaison to 
promote an atmosphere of understanding and 
mutual respect. For more. Info call Edmonton 
Police Service at 424-7248 (pager 293) or Murray 
Billet at 482-7421 


Lipstick Lesbian Youth Peer Support 

Thisis an organization intended to allow all femme 
lesbians and bisexuals the chance to meet and 
realize that they are not alone. Our goal is not to 
segregate the lesbian community, but to 
acknowledge that femmes do exist. This is an 
opportunity to meet and socialize with other 
femmes. Please call 988-4836 for more information. 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological support is 
available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong. loving, 
confidential support. We also meet weekly and 
share our mutual experiences. Living Positive is 
entirely directed by and for people who share a 
common diagnosis of HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a speakers bureau are also 
available through our society. Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, gay , 
bisexual and straight people. Lutherans Concerned 
gathers monthly for worship, sharing, and 
friendship. We offer individual support and a safe 
space for our own spiritual questions. Call Tim at 
482-2294, or write P.O. Box 11095, Edmonton, 
T5J3K4e-mail luthconc @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmonton 
(M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within the denomination of 
the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. Our major focus is to the 
defranchised of society. The UFMCC allows 
anyone to feel a part of the Christian Community 
and toclaim our place in God’s Universe. Services 
are open to all. We worship on Sunday evenings at 
7:15 at McDougall United Church - Southentrance. 


Please feel free to join us! Call 429-2321 for 
more information. E-mail: 
Charles.Bidwell@UAlberta.Ca 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton's Leather - Fetish club for Gay, 
Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We strike to educate 
the rest of the community through workshops, 
staged demonstrations and events in order to 
heighten awareness. Northern chaps meets at 
Boots & Saddle on the first and third Friday of 
each month at 9 PM. 


Northern Titans 
Northern Titans International Bowling League 
meets every Saturday, at 5:00pm September 
to April, at Pins & Cues Bowling & Billiards 
Centre, Southeast corner of Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave. & 135 St. For 
more information please call Paul Gueretite at 
(403) 456-085 | or Karen Kurylo at (403) 432- 
7759. 


Out and Out (O02) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and their 
friends. Membership is $5.00 per calendar 
year. Free newsletter published bimonthly 
and available at local gay hangouts. O2 Hotline 
is 988-3132 for activity inf., who to contact, 
how to join etc. Get Involved - Have Fun - 
Meet New People. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university-based organization 
for gays. lesbians and bisexuals interested in 
an academic atmosphere. Mectings are held 
every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; main 
floor of the Athabasca hall. Topics vary from 
weck to week. Additional information is 
available by calling 988-4166. E-mail: 
outreach @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG 

Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians & 
Gays. PFLAG promotes the health and well- 
being of Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual persons, 
their familics and friends through support, 
education and advocacy. Meetings are held 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month.. Newsletter 
editor Ellen at 465-3057. Outreach to speak 
confidentially to a PFLAG volunteer 944- 
1394, Voice Box 3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 
7-9:30 p.m. (Recording 24 hrs a day). E- 
mail:showrish@compusmart.ab.ca 


S.0.L.0. 

Social Organization for Lesbians Only is a 
group that gets together for fun and recreation. 
Lesbians over 18 are welcome to join in for 
weekend functions and entertainment. We 
combine friendship, companionship and 
support with singles and couples welcome. 
Call Linda at 447-4776 for more information 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association is 
set up to provide an opportunity for person 
interested in participating in the Gay Games 
through fund raising. If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton call 482-2789 


The Youth Group 

(Formerly Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton) 
will continue to meet every Saturday at 8:00 
p.m. atthe Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street. For 
more information or to give your input phone 
the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre at 
488-3234. 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
discussion group. We meet the 4th Wednesday 
of the month. Call UCE at 454-8073 or Anita 
at 454-1992. Not necessarily Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among the larger 
community and ourselves. We hold dances, 
produce a newsletter and hold other activities. 
For information call the Lesbian Life at 425- 
OS11. 


FOR EVERYONE 


APOLOGY 
In last months TIMES.10 we thought 
that using a visual representing the 
GOTHIC, LEATHER, LESBIAN & FETISH 
COMMUNITIES would be stimulating and 
appreciated. 
Tt was not our intention 
to offend. 

We encourage any participation from 
the readership in the design and 
implementation of 
visual imagery. 


PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 


GREY CUP WEEKEND 


NOV. 13, 14 & 15TH 
BARS SALES TO 3:00 AM 


DANCE TO 4:00 AM 


ONE O NINE INC. 10045-109 Street NW Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1M1 
Ph. 413-DISO/3476 Fax 420-1626 E-mail jdickens @planet.eon.net 


Traveller Hot Spots 


Puerto Vallarta: 


Mexico’s Gay 
Sandbox 


As | arrived at Edmonton’s International Airport, I didn’t 
know what to expect! A group of gay Edmontonians I had 
never met before, Promises of a wonderful gay time and 
supposedly Mexico’s new gay Mecca. Well, | soon became 
aquainted with my fellow gay travelers and what a mixed 
bunch we were. Great friends still till this day. Promises of 
a wonderful gay time could not be more accurate. 


We arrived in Mexico and got settled into our exclusively 
gay hotel: the Vallarta Cora. Anthony (who is an ex- 
Edmontonian) greeted us with cocktails by the pool. This is 
where all my adventures began. 


We started at the beach, Pucrto Vallarta’s lively gay beach, 
Known as the bluc chairs. Once the previous nights poison 
wore off, | was Icft in a sca of naked bronzed buffed bodies. 
Alter my first $2.00 double margarita, I realized the beach 
was a magnificent white and the water was warm, blue and 
kind of salty. The beach was really a sight to see and when 
family surrounds you, it is cuphoria. 


Time to go out, let’s start with dinner. The food was great, 
an array of all contingents, but the Mexican food is what I 
came for and is what my taste buds got! The cost of drinking 
was a delight, it was inexpensive for lobster, steak and all the 
refried beans you could eat. From trendy sit down dinners 
to sireet vendors (cat at your own risk), you can find any taste 
for your palate with cnough pesos left over for drinks. 


Nightclub time: First thing to remember, “pace yourself”, 
The clubs are open till 6am, with things not getting started 
till lam. There are many gay spots to frequent, from Paco 


Paco, with its 5 bars in one, To other within walking or staggering 
distance. After many, many Coronas, Pacificos, Margaritas all of 
which were all under $2.00, I decided I could dance a while before 
the third strip show. There are 5 shows per night, I never made it 
to all of them, But will try again next time. 


Extra curricular activities: sailing (cruising). Well, 1 was booked 
to sail ona gay cruise and sail I did! We boarded the boat decorated 
in our pride colours and had a send off like a small love boat. It was 
a party on water with cocktails, music, dancing and drag show in 
which I participated! We docked and had lunch on a nude beach. 
I suntanned my tan lines and partied more until it was time to 
embark and head for home. There are many other tours to choose 
from, for instance, horseback riding with a trip to the hot springs, 
which is great for a family. 


Shopping: the shopping is great with many things to se and look at. 
I’m glad I took my Visa what with many things to purchase, from 
Mexican artto silver and leather goods, all products of food quality 
and very inexpensive. 

I survived my 2 wecksin Puerto Vallarta. I’ ve meta lotof nice men 
who are a little or a lot more laid back than Iam. Whether you are 
a party person or not I know anyone would have a wonderful time 


in Puerto Vallarta, And I definitely will be going back next year! 


Ibiza: Spain's Gay 
Island 


Feeling sort of ho-hum about the usual choices of gay and lesbian 
destinations? Spain's island of Ibiza may be the refreshment 


necded. 


The third largest of the Balearic Islands and located a short distance 
off the coast of Spain in the warmth of the Mediterranean, Ibiza 
offers a truly gay and lesbian holiday environment. Ibiza is one of 
the most popular gay and lesbian destinations of Europe while 
continuing to maintain a quaint atmosphere of renowned hospitality. 
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Adults: $8 
Youth & Students: $6 
Child & Senior: $4 
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Tuesdays - all seats: $5 


Travel season peaks July through September while the months 
of May, June and October remain good times to visit Ibiza if 
you enjoy reduced crowds. The Balearics offer a truly temperate 
climate with lots of sunshine but not too much heat to make it 
uncomfortable. 


The island of Ibiza has a population of close to 80,000 and an 
area of some 541 square kilometers. A rented car is a preferred 
way to sight see and explore the island. All distances and 
driving times are reasonable for an ideal “stay put” holiday. 
The terrain is hilly and offers great scenery. There are numerous 
pine forests anda variety of other flora. Highly regarded for it’s 
rain free days, moderate and sunny climate, Great beaches and 
crystal clear waters, Ibiza is a choice destination for many. 


Old Ibiza Town is the capital of the island and is where most 
of the activity centers. A lively maritime port of about 27,500 
inhabitants it is built on the side of a mountain beside the sca. 
Founded by the Carthaginians in the year 654 B.C. the town 
was walled in the 16th century. The walls are now regarded as 
a national monument as they are the only ones of their type 
remaining in Europe. 


The island offers a variety of architecture, museums and other 
spots of historical interest as well as a wide variety of beaches, 
hotels, restaurants and nightspots. For the gay visitor there is 
one exclusively gay beach close to old Ibiza town and another 
witha gay section. All beaches tolerate, ifnot welcome nudity 
and some are exclusively nude. 


Nightspots are plentiful with the gay and mixed bars and 
restaurants located in Old Ibiza Town. Just as you can choose 
your beach, you can also choose your nightspot based on your 
whim or fancy — There is wide variety of crowd and 
entertainment. Ibiza is famous for it’s wild nightlife catering 
to almost everyone’ s desires. 


Hotel and food prices still represent value, need not be expensive 
and are generally below resort prices. Travel to the island is 
easily accomplished by air through major European gateways. 
Whether you are after history, sun nightlife or relaxation, Ibiza 
is adestination that offers much to the gay and lesbian traveler. 
Itis a destination where you can truly set your own pace and be 
yourself. 


(Article supplied by the New Alliance Travel agency). 
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24 hour movie info-line 


433-0728 


or on the internet 


I be spite call POI-IOS-L079 


http:/ /www.ualberta.ca/edmonton/movies/garneau.html 


The 
Great 
Attractor 


A sliver of moon is peeking through the clouds as the 
approaching sun pushes it ever higher in the sky. 

Over the round fuzz of Little Cobbler there is-a line of 
bright orange-yellow-red color as the sun prepares its 
appearance. On other days, I have taken the field 
glasses and looked at the fuzz that covers Big Cobbler 
and its smaller sibling. With the sun shining through 
the tree cover it looks like the mountain has a three- 
day beard. 


There is just enough snow by the pond to give a peach 
glow to the slope down the mountain. For a week 
now, the tiny ponds and their big brother have been 
wrapped in white, each wearing a snow collar a foot 
high. Yesterday the juncos and titmice were taking 
turns bathing in the shallow pool. They thrashed and 
splashed in the water and then flew to the nearby 
dogwood to rearrange their feathers. 


Last week I read about the possibility that the 
universe contains whole rivers of galaxies moving 
together toward some common point. The article 
called that point the “great attractor.” 


When I read about the size of our solar system and ° 
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then see pictures showing me where it fits in the Milky 
Way, and then see pictures of other Milky Ways which 
look like little dots and then think of rivers of these all 
going toward something big enough to attract them all, | 
am crushed by the sheer importance of it all. 


The sky has now lost its fire except for streaks of pink 
in the high cirrus clouds that look like slightly rumpled 
cloth. The clouds are moving toward the eastern horizon 
and closing the window through which the sun can peak. 
For just a few minutes, its laser light will sear across the 
winter tree tops to claim its dominance. Then it will be 
cloaked in gray layers of water vapor for the rest of the 


my 


day. 


To read about the universe and to consider its vastness 
makes me think that there is no time. There was no 
beginning and there will be no end. For a mortal who 


knows about birth and death, that is hard to 
imagine. A part of me wants there to have been a 
beginning. I want to contemplate an end - it helps 
keep some sense of proportion to it all. Yet, | 
cannot believe that it just started somewhere, 
sometime and that it will all flow to some end 
point. 


I have no need to invoke a god in order to feel more 
comfortable about my place in the universe. I 
sometimes talk about an intelligence responsible for 
the design of it all, but I really think that is like 
whistling in the dark to keep the demons away. | 
think god was invented as a convenience to help us 
not have to deal with our uncertainties. The 
invocation of god is like the standard response I 
used to give to my boys when I was worn out from 
trying to explain something, “just because.” 


The sun is now shining brightly on my face as I sit 
here typing. I know it will be gone in another 
couple of minutes and | don’t want to miss the 
ceremony of its rising. 


Now the sun has been gathered up by the clouds for 
the rest of its trip across my sky. Maybe it will 
peek out again before it sets over the high ridge this 
afternoon. 


It is time to fix breakfast. The fire has warmed up 
the living room and kitchen. The cat has washed up 
after his night of hunting. I am ready for the 
mundane chores of the day. 


by Robert J. Toft 
(copyright) used with permission 
find more at http://www.lindmusic.com 
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By Clint Domsky 


I have been in the fashion industry for 
quite a while now and have seen more 
than the average person will see in a 
lifetime. However! would liketo discuss 


one specific topic; men and 
make up. I have seen 
numerous men who wear it, 
(and I must say some of you 
should read this!), As a make 
up artist, | have been asked by 
others how to wear it, and I’ve 
seen people who should wear 
it! There is NO difference 
between men. and woman's 
make up. Some lines will 
cater tomen and even then the 
only difference is packaging. 
You may choose to use one of 
the products | will mention, a 
combination, or all. This is 
upto you. Remember to keep 
itlightand blend, blend, blend! 


Foundation: 

if you feel you want to wear 
this there are two things you 
can do. First you can find a 
foundation that matches your neck. 
Why? Simple, your neck and your 


face are usually different shades so it is 


better to match your face to your neck 
than it is to put foundation on your 
face and neck and risk staining your 
clothes. The second thing you could 


do if you don’t want to look so obvious 
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is to find some tinted moisturizer. Many 
lines carry this product and can be used 
like a regular face cream. There are two 
types of foundation. One is water based 
(easier to 
wash off) 
and the 
other is 
oil based 
(easier to 
blend) | 
suggest 
this if you 
want a 
better 
coverage. 
No, it 
won't 
cause 
pimples if 
you wash 
it off 
properly. 
The 
easiest 
way to 
apply 
foundation is with your fingers but you 
may use some sort of sponge (silk is the 
best). Dot the make up, with your 
fingers, one dab on top of each eyebrow, 


one on the nose, one on each side of the 
cheek, and one on your chin. The 
amount you put on depends on you, and 
if you feel the need to change or add to 
the stated face locations, feel free. This 
is just a basic guideline to your 
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application. With your fingers or sponge, 
blend in a downward circular motion. 
This way the hairs on your face stay in 
their growing positions. Make sure you 
blend into your hairline but careful not to 
get it on your hair. VERY important: do 
not stop at your jaw. This will cause a 
demarcation line that is not necessarily 
seen until you are in the wrong lighting. 
Save yourself the embarrassment and 
blend the foundation under your chin. 


Concealer: 

Use this product only if you have 
discoloration under the eyes or the face. The 
thicker the concealer, the better the coverage. 
Go withone that is one shade lighter than the 
foundation. With your finger, pat iton under 
the eyes until it is well blended with your 
foundation. If you are flushed and want to 
tone down thered then blenda green concealer 
(if your pale), ora yellow concealer until the 
desired results. If you turn the color of the 
concealer you have put too much. If you are 
too sallow and want to tone down the yellow, 
use a purple concealer. Green (or yellow) 
cancel out red, and purple cancels out yellow. 


Powder: 
Now that you have foundation on you must 
set it (especially 
if you used oil 
based) Your oe 
best bet is to go a) 
with a r 
Ld 


translucent 
colorless 
powder. This 


way you don’t ke 
SA 
change the lo 
ss Og 
color of your ei 
foundation. fi 
ape 
Thebestwayto Hy 
apply powderis Hag 
Pply P' oe 
touseapowder Bs 
ve 
brush, not the (ai 
aad 8 
puff it comes % 


with. I find 
brushes to be 
easier in any 
make up 
application. 
Lightly dust your face, don’t miss anywhere 
or the make up may wipe off, or start to 
separate. If you have wrinkles, powder is 
your enemy if you put too much on. 


Eyebrows: 

The easiest and most natural looking way to 
fillin your brows is to use an eyeshadow and 
a thin hard bristled brush. Choose a color 
that is close to your natural color. You may 
find the right color appears to be lighter in 
the container than on your eyebrow. Play 
with it until you find the right one. Dip your 
brush softly in the shadow and lightly stroke 
the hairs in the direction they grow. 


Eyeliner: 

Two things: pencil or powder. If you find 
you prefer the pencil, use a medium brown. 
Apply thinly to the top lid, just above the 
lashes - in small short strokes. Blend 


In the same manner with a cotton 
swab. If you choose the powder, use 
eithera product designed foreyebrows 
or eyeshadow (they are both basically 
the same thing). Use an eyeliner brush 
and in the same manner as the pencil 
apply the liner. Blend with a cotton 
swab. 


Mascara: 

Use a color darker or the same shade 
as your eyelash color. Start atthe base 
of your lashes and move out and up 
until you have the desired shade. If 
you decide to do the bottom lashes, 
simply move the mascara wand back 
and forth until desired shade is reached. 


Lips: 

Ido not suggest lipstick unless you use 
a shade close to you own color, even 
then it might be too noticeable. You 
may, however, want to line your lips 
to even out the shape, give shape, or 
manipulate the shape. Use acolorone 
shade darker than your own lips. The 
rest is up to you to play with since 
everyone’s lips are different. 


Blush: 

I only suggest this if 
you think your face is 
too flat and you want 
depth. Donotusecolor, 
this will look too 
Purchase a 
gray or brown one or 
two shades darker than 
your face. 


obvious. 


When dealing with 
make up, you don’t get 
what you pay for! The 


differences in price are 
either a result in the 
name of the product 
(you pay forthe name), 
or the idea that people 
think the higherthe price 
- the higher the quality. 
This is not necessarily 
true. It is however a 
marketing ploy to make money on the 
gullible consumer. I will not approve 
or disapprove any specific line of 
cosmetics because everyone is different 
and have different tastes. Also, every 
line has their good and bad points to 
their products (again depending on 
personal taste). Personally, I use a 
mixture of several different lines 
myself. If I find a particular product 
that I prefer, I'll buy it. The best way 
to find what you like is to play around 
with different lines. Ittook me almost 
three years to find what works for me 
and in the years ahead I'll try other 
products in search for better, if 
possible. 


If you want to hear about more 
specifics then send in your question 
to me c/o Times .10 at 10121-124 
Street, Edmonton, AB, TSN 1P5 
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On Saturday, October 18th, with 
the terrific co-operation of The 
Rebar, 109 Discotheque, Boots and 
Jazzberry's Too Cafe we raised 
$1635.00 for the No Name 
Fundraiser Part ILL With the 
cooperation of Metropolitan 
Community Church and Living 
Positive, this money will be used to 
purchase special hampers for those 
living with HIV & AIDS during the 
December Holiday Season. As a 
community effort we can make 
great things happen when we work 
together. Call MCC at 429-2321 
and leave a message if you are 
willing to help with the 
distribution. Thanks to all the 
participants and owners for time 
well spent. Editor 


TRANSEXUALISM - A VIEW FROM 
THE INSIDE ! 


By Stephany Lynne Russell 


It’s been about two years now that I’ve 
been “Out” in the world, exploring 
something that has been with me since 
my childhood and it occurs to me 
that the community in which | 
spend the majority of my time has 
little understanding of my issue. 
You, see lam aliving, breathing, 
walking, talking Transsexual - a 
person literally trapped in the 
body of the wrong gender. Gender 
Dysphoria is how the medical 
professionals refer to me. A 
condition without a cure that 
effects approximately 1 person in 
20 to 50,000 in the general 
population, although the real 
statistics are unknown because 
the whole issue is so hidden from 
view. But that’s atopic for future 
articles so lets leave it for now 
and deal with the central issue of 
this column....lets talk about 
sexuality within the context of 
Transexualism. 


Generally, Transsexuals or 
Transgendered individuals (this 
is the new politically correct and 
more accurate reference), male and 
female, find much comfort and 
acceptance in the Gay Community. The 
struggle is similar, the discrimination is 
equally felt. And now after many years 
of attaching ourselves to this group, we 
find ourselves reasonably well 
integrated. Unfortunately, the pace of 
education has not kept up with the pace 
of integration nor has any distinction 
been drawn with regard to the 
differences in our struggles. In other 
words, although we are accepted as 
members of the Gay Community, little 
is known of us within that community 
andalthough we share similarities, only 
afew realize that we are vastly different 
in many respects. 


For instance, and this is perhaps as a 
result of the very description itself, 
Transexualism has little or nothing to 
do with sexuality, but instead, has 
everything to do with Gender. Sexuality 
or sexual orientation is a secondary 
issue for the majority of Transsexuals. 
So lets dispel the myth right off the bat 
that all Transsexuals are gay because 
the majority are not. And too, lets shatter 
the belief that “Drag Queens” and 
Transsexuals are one and the same, 
because again, they are not. Drag 
Queens or Drag Kings, as their lesbian 
sisters are referred to, are first gay men 
or women, a sexual orientation 
identification and secondarily, cross 
gendered. And to make things even 
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more confusing, some Drag Kings or 
Queens could not be considered cross 
gendered at all but simply individuals who 


have a desire to parody their gender 
opposites. 


Now this may seem on the outside to be an 
trivial distinction, however, if you are a 
Transsexual, believe me, these issues make 
the world of difference. Imagine for a 
moment if you will that your outside and 
inside perception of yourself is female. 
You dress like a female. You act like a 
female. You live like a female and if your 
one of the lucky ones, you even look like a 
female. You wantto bea female more than 
anything else in this world. Your sexual 
orientation happens to follow your self- 
perception and so you could be considered 
Heterosexual. In other words you are a 
girl that likes guys and when you have an 
intimate encounter with a male, you truly 
are having a female experience, in your 
own mind. Trouble is, unless you’ ve had 
hormone 

treatments to grow breasts and surgery to 
complete the rest, you’re still a guy. You 
still have all the right (or wrong) parts. 
Pretty normal stuff at a glance, but as 
complex as hell upon examination. 
Especially when you 

consider that the majority of gay men want 
to have intimate relationships with another 
man, not a women. And alternatively, the 
majority of Transsexuals,(the guys that 
want to be girls variety), want to have a 
heterosexual experience. They want to be 
a women during the act, nota guy. So what 
we end up with here is a mix that doesn’t 
generally match, at least at the intimate 
level. And this is equally true for both 


male and female Trans people. 

Transexualism is a pervasive, 
For most Transsexuals this translates into compelling and sometimes, life 
a daily struggle surrounding their _ threatening reality thathasbeen hidden 
sexuality. Gay men aren’t generally from society since we first climbed 
interestedinthembecauseinessence _ out of the trees. It is misunderstood in 
they are women, not effeminate —_ boththegay andstraight communities. 
males, not gay guys in drag and _ Buteducationand informationalmost 
definitely not gay in the strictest sense 
of the word. And “straight” men 


would obviously relate to them as 


always breed compassion and it is the 
sincere intent of this writer to provide 
just that. A glimpse of the daily 
gay men, in women’s clothes. And __ realities, rather than some clinical 
finally, women, straight or gay would 


certainly not be interested. 


description that serves only toconfuse. 


In future articles we will discuss some 
of the other differences that exist, 
between the Gay and Transsexual/ 


Ultimately then, the majority of 
Transsexuals have few sexual options 
in a “pre-operative” or “before 
surgery” condition. They are neither 
gay nor straight but instead reside in 


Transgenderd experience, explore the 
totally freeing experience of “Coming 
Out”, delve into family issues, 
a no-man’s land someplace in examine the political and social 
hurdles that exist for Trans folks and 
provide explanations of some of the 


sub-groups within the Trans 


between. It is notuncommon therefore 
that many seek expensive and 
extremely hard to obtain hormonal 
and finally, surgical solutions, to 
their dilemma. And these solutions 
are often accompanied by 
considerable emotional struggle, 
family breakups, financial hardship, 
the end of successful careers and social 
ostracism. 


community. If you have issues you 
wish to bring up or comments you 
would like to make, write to me care 
of this publication. Your opinions 
and personal stories are most 
welcome. 


Who's cutting 
your hair girl? 


Haircut? Who you trying to fool? 
This is what was left 
after the last dye job I had! 


Sister, if going to bad 
hairdressers were drops of water 
you'd have drowned a long time ago!! 


Where did you have 
your FAB do done? 


Haven't you heard girl? 
DIVA-FAB ! Where else 
can I have personalized service 
in a gay positive atmosphere? 


Personal Image Management 
Hair - Image - Skin 


Jean Halle - Craig Richardson 
11223-99 Avenue 
For appointments please phone 


482-3224 
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A Voice From GLCC 


_Coe. 


by Fred Dicker 


The fall season at the Centre is 
well underway: 


Our Wednesday Night movie 
program with community theme 
movies donated by Lyons Empire 
has been operating during October 
and will continue through the 
winter. An excellent opportunity 
to watch a free movie and meet 
whoever else might be there. 


The Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
workshop called “Coming Out in 
the ’90s” is going very well with a 
dozen participants. Pre- 
registration is fully prescribed for 
the next workshop called “Being 
Gay in the ’90s” starting October 
30. Participation in these 
workshops involves a commitment 
of 6,and 8 weeks respectively. 


The workshop for women is also 
going very successfully. All of the 
above workshops will be repeated 
after Christmas.-Every Sunday 

. night at 7 PM at the Centre on a 
ongoing basis any man can drop in 
for the evening for facilitated 
discussion about any relevant topic 


and these have been very well 
attended. 


Our peer-counselling program is 
available either by drop-in to the 
Centre, or by phone during our 
office hours, on a one on one basis 
for anyone. Our peer-counselling 
course has started on October 23 
with a full slate of 16 candidates. 


By the time you read this, the 
Centre will have a very different 
look. We have had a very 
generous donation of shelving 
which will replace most of our 
existing shelving as well as double 
our overall shelving to better 
accommodate our growing library 
and our selection of pamphlets and 
magazines. The surplus shelving 
will be sold off at our spring garage 
sale. If you have anything to 
donate to our sale, we can take 
possession of it at any time. 


“The Youth Group” which has 
replaced the now defunct Pink 
Triangle Youth Group is now 
meeting every Saturday from 8 to 
10 PM. The organization is 
growing and discussions with 
“Youth quest” from Vancouver, is 
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DRINK SPECIALS 
DOOR PRIZES 


ongoing. They have a well- 
developed organizational structure 
so why should we re-invent the 
wheel. The goal is to have an 
independent, youth governed group 


to best serve the needs and wants of 


our communities youth. 


In our community, there is a whole 
range of different organizations to 
provide support and/or social 
recreation. There are some areas 
that there has been inquiries about 
but there is currently nothing, 

like spouses who had their spouses 
“come out” to them, or children of 
gay or lesbian parents or bi-sexual 
people. Please do contact the 
Centre and we will try our best to 
connect and serve people’s needs. 


Planning is currently ongoing for 
Pride Celebrations for 1998. Look 
forward to a full report on this in 
the next issue of Times. 10. 


We are busy and things are 
happening at the Centre. Do 


become a member or re-new your 


membership to help the 
Centre. We need more 
volunteers to spread the work 
load. Please contact us if you 
would like to volunteer as a 
host, or if you used to peer 
consul in the past and would 
like to return. A very 
important way to help us is to 
participate in our Centre 
Renter program for those who 
believe in the Centre but do 
not have the time and can 
donate in a lump sum or on a 
monthly-basis to help pay the 
rent. This will allow 
volunteers 

time and energy to be devoted 
to programs instead of fund 
raising. 


Office hours- 7PM to 10 PM, 
Monday through Friday. 
Telephone- 488-3234 email- 
glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Web page- 
www. .freenet 
gicce/ 


.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
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OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Tel: 403-987-4974 
Fax:403-987-4089 


432-7633 


}°bT° WHYTE AveNuE 
EDMONTON AB ThE 2A7 


http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 


Excellent selection of Lesbian & Gay titles 
Mail orders welcome 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


Being Gay 
and 
Religious 


Rev. Brian Kiely 


Unitarian Church Of Edmonton 


Coming out involves a lot of sacrifices. Some 
people risk loosing jobs, connections to family 
and friends, and other touchstones in their 
support network. And some people loose the 
church community that has sustained them 
through their growing years as well. Such 
loses can make a difficult time traumatic. 


For the most part, religion responds negatively 
to homosexuality, trotting out the injunctions 
against such a sexual orientation found in the 
sacred scriptures of several faiths. Some 


churches will accept gay and lesbian members, but only 
if they are not sexually active. And such churches tend 
to expect their members to view their gayness as a sin, or 
a disorder of some kind to be cured. 


True, a few religious organizations do offer assistance to 
HIV positive persons, but that response does not include 
acceptance of them as gay human beings. Instead they 
are simply categorized as the sick needing charity. 


This is a sad commentary on the state of religion in this 
nation. I have just moved from British Columbia where 
an NDP government enacted a law guaranteeing spousal 
benefits to same sex couples. There was organized 
opposition to this law, of course, and sadly the most 
vocal group was an alliance of religious leaders. I am 
proud to say I was not a part of that group. It’s 
unfortunate that this was the most effective bit of 
interfaith organizing in B.C. in a very long time. 


In was always taught that religion should go beyond 
mere tolerance to the place where we accept others in a 
spirit of love and respect. When religion seeks to 
marginalize and exclude people on the basis of some 
difference from the majority, it misses its own mark and 
goes against its own teachings. For some, there is only 
acceptance of “acceptable others”. 


But that is not good enough. The religious impulse is 
something common to all people regardless of their 
sexual orientation. The yearning of the spirit, for a sense 
of connection and a sense of meaning is not something 
that knows any bounds. I have known many men and 
women who upon coming out have lost their church 
communities, and this includes a good number of priests 
and ministers as well. 


To be gay and to have a sense of self esteem is not 
something most organized religion allows, and that 
callousness has left a lot of people at a time of challenge 
in their lives when they most need a sense of spiritual 
support. 


There are a couple of religious organizations 
trying to change that. The first is the 
Metropolitan Community Church, a 
predominantly gay and lesbian men and woman 
to meet and worship with one another. 


The Unitarian Church of Edmonton offers a 
more liberal approach to religion in a more 
mixed setting. Unitarians strive to be a 


“welcoming” church, to use a term defining their 


conscious attempts to overcome their own 
homophobia. Basing their stand on the first 
Unitarian principle which affirms the worth and 
dignity of every human person, the members of 
that church go out of their way to step beyond 
tolerance towards acceptance of differences. 


As the first church in the community to conduct 
services of union for gay and lesbian couples, 
Unitarians try to celebrate people for who they 
are, and to encourage each person to take a few 
more steps along their own spiritual path. 


As acreedless church, Unitarians do not impose 
beliefs, but rather invite each member and friend 
to work out their own belief system taking as a 
starting place each individual’s life experience. 


For those in the gay and lesbian community who 
feel they have been denied the right to a spirit 
life by organized religion, there are now 
alternatives. You can reach the MCC at 429- 
2321 or the Unitarians at 454-8073. 


Brian Kiely is the newly settled minister at the 
Unitarian church of Edmonton. 
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The NAMES 
Project 


How the Quilt 
Began... 


In 1987, San Francisco gave birth to The 
NAMES Project, an organization to manage a 
collection of cloth panels designed as 
memorials to those who had died of AIDS. 
These very personal pieces were gathered in a 
permanent monument called The AIDS 
Memorial Quilt. 


In 1989, portions of The AIDS Memorial 


Quilt went on tour through the United States 
and Canada. Several Canadian cities hosted 
displays, receiving hundreds of new Canadian 
panels. These panels remained in Canada to 
form the first sections of our own Canadian 
AIDS Memorial Quilt. They, along with new 
panels, are regularly displayed in large and 
small centres throughout Canada. 


Canada is now one of more than 35 countries 


with an AIDS Memorial Quilt. At a recent 
international event Canadian panels were 
displayed with more than 25,000 others from 
all over the world. 
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The Canadian AIDS Memorial 
Quilt 


More than 500 individual three-foot by six-foot panels 


created in memory of someone who has died of AIDS 
provide the heart and soul of The Canadian AIDS 
Memorial Quilt. However, the panels are not sewn 
together to form one giant and unwieldy Quilt, rather, 
eight panels at a time are sewn together to form a single 
12 foot square called a Section. More than 60 of these 
Sections form the Canadian Quilt. Each Section can be 
hung or laid on the floor for easy viewing. The size of 
the Sections also makes transportation and storage more 
convenient. 

At present, a display of the entire Canadian Quilt 
would require a minimum of 13,000 square feet of floor 
space. Because this is too large for most gymnasiums 


and community halls, a display may consist of as many 
Sections as will fit into the available space. 


Quilt Displays and Loans 


Sections of the Canadian AIDS Memorial Quilt are 


available for display, special events or educational loan 
but only for AIDS-related educational and fund-raising 
events. Requests for displays or loans of the Quilt 
should be made well in advance because Sections of the 
Quilt, due to prior bookings, are not always available. 


The NAMES Project - Canada / Le projet des NOMS - 


Canada manages the Canadian AIDS Memorial Quilt, 
coordinates displays of the Quilt, hosts regional panel- 
making workshops and maintains the national memorial 


in Halifax. 


Wearea nationally incorporated, registered 
charitable organization that has been 
recognized by the Canadian AIDS Society. The 
NAMES Project - Canada / Le projet des 
NOMS - Canada is run solely by volunteers. 


What You Can Do... 


Create a panel 

Volunteer in your region 

Host a display or an educational loan 
Purchase NAMES / NOMS merchandise 
Make a donation 


The NAMES Project - Canada / Le projet des 
NOMS - Canada is a registered Canadian 
charity. 


Please support 
the people who 


make Times .10 


possible 
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NORTHERN 
TITANS 

ICE BREAKER 
OPEN 

1997 


On October Thanks Giving Weekend Northern Titans held their Ice Breaker 
Open ‘97 Bowling Tournament which turned in to a successful event. The 
weekend started on Friday October 10th with registration at the Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel, followed by a meet and greet at ShakeSpear'’s. 


On Saturday October 11th started at Pins & Cues with late registration which 
happened to be a good thing since we some how misplaced a team from 
Calgary, or did they misplace us? we will never know. Bowling started at 
Noon with the Singles event 32 bowlers were competing with each other and 
having too much fun for their own good. At 3:00 pm the start of the doubles 
event, ( now if you thought that singles was fun..... the doubles event can get 
real interesting). During the course of the afternoon bowlers were winning 
prizes (supplied by various people) having drinks eating good food (supplied 
by Pins & Cues). After Saturdays events at the lanes, bowlers went to Best 
Steak and Pizza for supper. Saturday evening was the start to the first annual 
Turkey Trot, (bar hop) starting at Buddies Pub then off to ShakeSpear’s then 
to Boot’s ‘N Saddle now moving over to the Roost and ending at 109 
Discotheque where Karen and Wayne were set up on the second floor balcony 
serving BBQ burgers. Our thanks to the management and staff from all the 
clubs for making the Turkey Trot fun. This concluded a full day of bowling 
and partying. 


On Sunday October 12th the bowlers crawled back to Pins & Cues to attempt 
to bow] the Teams event. This met with a few challenges due to the fun time 
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-Hand Washing Floors 

-Vacuuming Floor & Carpet 
Areas Throughout 

General Tidying Up 

-Dusting Throughout 

-Bed making 

Cleaning Of All Appliance 

Surfaces 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
-Window Cleaning 
Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
Spring Cleaning 

-Move Ins / Outs 

~Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawa Care 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURED 


pare eh ~y 


<\\ MUSCLE MAID! 


| 


that was had by all the night before. More prizes were given out and more food was 
eaten, and yes.... more drinks were drunk. After the Teams event it was time to prep 
and get all the scores in to find out where the bowlers placed this was done by Paul and 
Karen with the help of a few others. I went to the hotel to make sure things were in 
place to the Awards Banquet that evening. All in all everyone had a good time and I 
know that next year we are going to even have a better one. Oh! one thing I did forget 
to mention Northern Titans raised $100.00 for the MCC Christmas Hampers, thanks to 
all the bowlers who donated money for this cause 


Here is the outcome of the weekend. 


Singles cash prizes 


Ist ~> Mel S 718 Calgary 
2nd ~>Garry B 665 Edmonton 
3rd ~>LyleS 663 Edmonton 
4th ~> Wayne S 660 Edmonton 
Doubles cash prizes 

Ist ~> Royce D 

Lyle S 1233 Edmonton 
2nd ~>Wayne S 

Grant S 1224 Calgary 


Teams {we paid cash and medals, and trophy (sponsored by 109 Discotheque) to the 
Ist place team & gave prizes to the 2nd and 3rd} 


Ist ~> “A Bunch Of Lost Bitches” 2527 
Brian P 
Kevin W 
Judy M 
Lori A 


Calgary 


2nd ~>“All The Right Boys” 
Mel S 
Gilbert P 
Barry F 
Tom O 


2485 Calgary & Edmonton 


3rd ~> TIED 2461 


“Yes 1 Am” Edmonton “Rough Trade” Edmonton 


Sue B Krystal S 
Joe A Karen K 
Jay J Mark C 
Martin B Mike W 
All Events Single cash prizes 
Ist ~> Lyle S 1969 Edmonton a 
2nd ~>Mel S 1906 Calgary 
another tie 3rd ~>Joe A 1881 Edmonton 

Kevin W 1881 Calgary 


We also gave out prizes for the high/low games for men and women: 
High Games soapstone carvings 


210 
Calgary 


Men’s High ~> Edmonton 


Women’s High ~> 


Lyle S 


Lori A 200 


Low Games ceramic bowling bunnies 


Men’s Low ~> Grant S 84 Calgary 
Women’s Low ~> Marjorie R 99 Edmonton 
Banquet Door Prizes 
Bowling Ball donated by Pins & Cues ~> Lyle S Edmonton 
Willi Wong Print donated by Willi Wong ~> SueB Edmonton 
Volcanic Egg donated by Scott B. ~> Frank T Edmonton 


Various Other Prizes Donated By: 


Lyon’s Empire, Times.10, Rebar, Tom O., Lyle S., Joy F., Marjorie R., Dave C., Mike 
K., 

Krystal S., Frank T., Karen K., Sue B., Krystal S, Scott B. as well as others who wish 
to remain anonymous. 


Our thanks and appreciation to our sponsors this year: 


Times. 10 

Buddy’s Pub 

109 Discotheque 
Best Steak & Pizza 
Xcellence by Design 


Lyon’s Empire 
Boots ‘N Saddle 
The Roost 
Rebar 

Pins & Cues 
FM Systems 


Thank you to Edmonton Tourism and the Aids Network for registration package 
additions. Also, Thank you to all the teams from Calgary & Edmonton. To Northern 
Titans Board of Directors, our many volunteers, Mike K. and Lyle S. (Event Co-Chairs) 
Sue B. (for her on going prize hunts) in making this event a success we couldn't have 
done it without you. Hope to see more of you next year. 


Why Should I Test for 
HIV Infection? 


Introduction 


Testing is an important tool in the nation’s efforts to curtail the spread of HIV. Testing allows 
researchers to track the course of the epidemic, and provides information to help in developing 
prevention strategies and allocating resources for HIV-related services. The counseling which 
should be provided before and after testing, provides a unique opportunity to educate 
individuals about HIV, including a discussion of their risks, how to avoid infection, and if they 
are positive, how to protect others and get treatment and follow-up. 


In addition to its value as a prevention tool, testing is the first step in helping people who are 
infected receive appropriate treatment. With the advent of new drugs to treat HIV and AIDS, 
testing is more important than ever. Early detection of HIV, followed by certain drug 
combinations, can greatly improve both the quality and quantity of life. Another way in which 
testing is vital is its role in reducing the transmission of HIV from mother to infant. Pregnant 
women who are tested and find out they are infected have the opportunity to take drugs which 
may prevent the infant from also becoming infected. 


Q. How accurate are the HIV antibody EIA and the HIV antibody Western blot? 


A. When used together, the results from this two-part testing are greater than 99% accurate. The 
HIV antibody EIA is a screening test and the HIV antibody Western blot is a confirmatory test. 
Results from an HIV antibody EIA test should never be used alone to report a positive final 
result, 


Q. Do the HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody Western blot test for HIV-1 and HIV-2? 

A. There are two types of HIV (HIV-1 and HIV-2). Both HIV-1 and HIV-2 have been identified 
in the United States. The number of known HIV-2 infected persons in the U.S. is less than 100. 
The estimated number of people in the U.S. infected with HIV-I is between 650,000 and 
900,000. 


Some HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody Western blot assays detect antibody to both HIV- 
| and HIV-2. These are referred to as HIV-1/HIV-2 “combination” tests. Some HIV antibody 
EIA and HIV antibody Western blot assays detect antibody primarily to HIV-1 and secondarily 
to HIV-2. Others detect antibody primarily to HIV-2 and secondarily to HIV-1. 


Q. How accurate are HIV antibody tests in detecting the various subtypes of HIV-1? 

A. HIV-1 is divided into two groups of subtypes. These two groups are referred to as Group M 
«major) and Group O (outlier). HIV-1 subtypes of Group M vary, depending on their genetic 
structure. (3) These include subtypes A through I. In the United States, the predominate HIV- 
| subtype is B 


Most antibody tests for detecting HIV-1 were developed with the B subtype of the virus (4). As 
the B subtypesthehkelihood 


the genetic composition of a particular virus diverges from 
the test will be accurate dect M 
LO MOSL Sirains 

Q. What can cause a false-positive result in an HIV antibody EIA test? 

A. There are many reasons for a false-positive EIA result. Some of the more common reasons 


for a false positive are: 


*Contamination: In a laboratory, samples may be placed in the wrong testing well; wells 
containing negative samples may be contaminated from adjacent positive wells; plate washers 
may malfunction. In addition, treated blood and blood abnormalities have been implicated in 
false positive reactions. *False positive reactions have been reported in 19% of people with 
hemophilia, 13% of alcoholic patients with hepatitis, and 4% of emodialysis patients. 
¢Pregnancy. If this is not her first pregnancy, a woman may react positively when she is, in fact, 


negative. *History of injection drug use. *Cross-reactivity with other retroviruses. 


Q. What is the expected false-positive rate for an HIV antibody EIA? 
A. The false-positive rate is | to 5 per 100,000 assays. 


Q. Can a person test HIV-1 antibody negative but be infected with HIV-1? 

A. Yes. When people develop antibodies to HIV, they “seroconvert” from antibody-negative to 
antibody-positive. Depending upon the circumstances of infection, it is estimated that the 
development of antibodies to HIV-1 can take between two weeks to six months. During this 
interval, sometimes referred to as the “window period,” a person may test HIV-1I antibody 
negative and yet be infected with the virus. This is because his/her immune system has not 


produced enough antibodies for the test to detect. 
Northern Lights Bed and Breakfast 
(403) 483-1572 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J-2K1 
Email: nlightb_b@superiway.net 
Antique rooms and heated pool. 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep letters 
as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary. Letters 
must be signed and include the home address and telephone number of the 
writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the 
name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or advertising 
in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication of the sexual orientation 
of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted 
and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10. The only 
exception to the copyright is the material from National AIDS Clearing house 
which may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit given. 
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Call free of charge from any 
of the following areas: 


Edmonton (403) 413-7122 
Calgary (403) 777-94 
Winnipeg (204) 9 

Ottawa (613) 237-55! 


Toronto (416) 966-67 


Customer Service Hotline 
413-71: 800-268-9872 


Bill to. your VISA or Mastercard 
or send us payment by cheque 


or money order. Call for details. 


Cash Memberships available 
in Edmonton at: 


Lyon’s Empire 488-6915 
10121-124th St 

Orlando Books 432-7633 
10640 Whyte Ave (82nd St) 


